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in  the  last decade ; mosque  attendance by  the  second generation has  actually  increased. 
Existing theories on secularisation, such as the classical secularisation paradigm and market 
theories  can not  explain  these developments,  perhaps with  the exception of  the  theory 
of existential security. Also assimilation theories do not prove to be valid. It appears that 
there  is  a continuing  religious  vitality  among  these  immigrant  groups  as  a consequence 
















































1975,  and more  recently,  167,000 Muslims 
came  as  refugees  from  other  non-Western 
countries such as Afghanistan, Somalia, Iraq, 
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their  theory of existential  security. Growing up  in  a society with  a large  amount 
of  insecurity would  lead  to  a relatively high  level  of  religiosity  and  vice-versa. 
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The relatively high level of secularisation in the modern Western European welfare 
states can thus be explained by the relatively high level of existential security.
Applying  these  theories  to Muslims  living  in  the Netherlands, what could be 
expected ? According  to  the  classical  secularisation paradigm,  one  could expect 






other hand,  only  a small part  of  it  is  relevant  to Muslims of  a specific  ethnicity. 
In practice,  there  is  less  competition between,  for  instance, Turkish or Moroccan 
mosques, which would have a negative effect on  religiosity. A growing number of 
mosques could influence religiosity positively.






















carried out by the Dienst Onderzoek en Statistiek of the municipality of Amsterdam, 
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a local survey on second generation immigrants of Turkish and Moroccan immigrants 
in the age group 18 – 30 ( Van der Welle 2011 ), and The Integration of the European Second 
Generation Research Project, which included data on Amsterdam and rotterdam, and 
several other large European cities ( Crul, Schneider, Lelie 2012 ).




muslims in the netherlands
Not all immigrants from Muslim countries regard themselves as Muslim. Table 2 











 Turkish Moroccan Afghan Iraqi Iranian Somali
Total ethnic group:
Regards self as Muslim 94 97 85 61 34 93
Only Muslims:
visits mosque at least once  
a week 42 44 13 10 5 36
prays  five times a day 27 76 23 38 15 69
wears headscarf (women) 48 64 21 38 13 80
religion is an important part of 
who I am 85 95 82 77 63 93
it is wrong for a daughter to marry 
someone from a different religion 64 76 47 42 15 43
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Muslims on  the other hand. Two  thirds  to  three quarters  of Moroccan  and So- 
mali Muslims pray five times every day, whereas that proportion of other Muslims 


























of Turkish  and Moroccan  origin  that 
calls themselves Muslim is remarkably 
stable  over  time  and  has  fluctuated 
between 98 and 90 %. There is no gen-
eral trend of secularisation in the sense 
of  diminishing  religious  adherence. 
Between 1998 and 2004, the proportion 
1998 2004 2011
Turks 94 90 95
Moroccans 98 94 97
Table 3. first  and second generation  immi-
grants  of Turkish  and Moroccan origin who 
regard  themselves  as Muslim,  1998 – 2011 
( percentages )
Source : Maliepaard, Gijsberts 2012, 117 – 118.














 1998 2004 2011
First generation Turks 11 26 20
Second generation Turks 11 28 22
First generation Moroccans 27 43 19




















 1998 2004 2011
First generation Turks 46 32 45
Second generation Turks 23 25 35
First generation Moroccans 40 34 46


































































Ethno-national identification Muslims Non-Muslims
Dutch 0 15
More Dutch than Turkish/Moroccan 4 34
Equally Dutch and Turkish/Moroccan 26 28































Religious identification Religious identification
Weak Strong Weak Strong
Dutch 0 0 2 0
More Dutch than Turkish/Moroccan 6 2 13 3
Equally Dutch and Turkish/Moroccan 22 19 45 28
More Turkish/Moroccan than Dutch 47 45 28 45
Turkish/Moroccan 25 34 12 23
Total 100 100 100 100











































Source :  Burgermonitor Gemeente  Amsterdam, 
Dienst onderzoek en Statistiek 2000–2010.
2000 2005 2010
Christian 21 19 18
including: 
Roman Catholic 11 9 9
Protestant Church NL 6 6 4
Other Protestant 6 4 7
Islam 15 11 13
Buddhism 1 2 3
Judaism 1 1 2
Hinduism 1 2 1
No religion 59 65 61





Table  10.  Percentage  of  the  Amsterdam 
population  that  regards  itself  affiliated with 
a religion, by origin, 2000 – 2010
Source :  Burgermonitor Gemeente  Amsterdam, 
Dienst onderzoek en Statistiek, 2000 and 2010.
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Once a week or more 38 42 44
Once a month 15 12 12
A few times a year 8 24 24
Seldom or never 39 22 20
Table 11. Mosque attendance of Muslims of Turkish and Moroccan origin  in Amsterdam 
( 2010 ) and the Netherlands as a whole ( 2011 )





First generation Turks and Moroccans, Amsterdam – 38 39
Second generation Turks and Moroccans, Amsterdam – – –
First generation Turks, Netherlands 46 32 45
Second generation Turks, Netherlands 23 25 35
First generation Moroccans, Netherlands 40 34 46
Second generation Moroccans, Netherlands 9 31 33
Source  : Burgermonitor gemeente Amsterdam, Dienst onderzoek en Statistiek ; Maliepaard, Gijsberts 
2012, 120 – 122.





other  local  surveys  also  show  that  in Amsterdam young  adults  are  attending 
mosque more frequently : the proportion of Turkish and Moroccan Muslims in the 
age group 18 to 29 who attend mosque at least once a week increased from 28 % 
to  42 %  ( Gemeente Amsterdam, Dienst onderzoek  en  Statistiek ). Especially 






















Not at all / ( very ) weak 8 6 65
Neither weak nor strong 12 9 13
( Very ) strong 80 84 21
Total 100 100 100
Source : Groeneveld 2008, 109.













During youth Current Turkish Moroccan Dutch
No No 7 6 56
Yes Yes 83 87 16
Yes No 5 5 28












Amsterdam  than  in  the Netherlands  as  a whole. And  there exists no  ( negative ) 
correlation between that  local  identification with Amsterdam and their  religious 
identification with Islam ( Van der Welle 2011 ; Mamadouh, Van der Welle 2013 ).
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conclusions
In  conclusion, we may  establish  that  in  the Netherlands,  even  in Amsterdam 
itself, where the native Dutch population has been secularised to a very high level 
and still is secularising, the religious identity of Dutch Muslims has not declined 







is  not  a specifically Dutch phenomenon. Comparing  the  religious  identities  of 
Source : Van der Welle 2011, 244.
Table  15.  Importance  of  religion  and ethno/national  identification  of  second generation 
Muslims  of Turkish  and Moroccan  origin  ( age  group 18 – 30 )  in Amsterdam,  2007 / 2008 
( percentages )
Importance of religion
Ethno-national identification with Turkey/Morocco
Feeling Turkish Feeling Moroccan
Not important 77 83
Important 93 97
Source : Mamadouh, Van der Welle, 2013.
Table  16.  Identification with Amsterdam,  the Netherlands,  and  the  country  of  origin  of 
second generation immigrants of Turkish, Moroccan and Surinam origin ( age group 18 – 30 ) 
in Amsterdam, 2007 / 2008
Amsterdam or the Netherlands
Country of origin or the Netherlands
Origin only More origin than NL Origin and NL
More NL than 
origin NL only
More Amsterdam than NL 55 61 47 32 60
Amsterdam and NL 13 23 43 59 27
More NL than Amsterdam 0 6 6 9 7
No Amsterdam, no NL 33 10 5 0 7
Total 100 100 100 100 100
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